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While at tiŵes it has felt like a loŶg aŶd ǁiŶdiŶg path, lookiŶg ďaĐk, I ƌealize that I’ǀe pƌoĐeeded doǁŶ a ƌatheƌ diƌeĐt 
ƌoute oŶ ŵǇ jouƌŶeǇ thus faƌ. Like so ŵaŶǇ, I didŶ’t ƌeallǇ kŶoǁ ǁhat I ǁaŶted to do ǁheŶ I got out of laǁ sĐhool – I 
just kŶeǁ I Ŷeeded a joď, aŶd fast. I’d had soŵe ǀague idea aďout doiŶg Fiƌst AŵeŶdŵeŶt/BƌoadĐast laǁ duƌiŶg ŵǇ 
latteƌ Ǉeaƌs of laǁ sĐhool, ďut, ǁheŶ the ďest Ted TuƌŶeƌ had to offeƌ ǁas a fƌee iŶteƌŶship, I figuƌed I’d ďetteƌ staƌt 
lookiŶg at otheƌ optioŶs.   

I saǁ aŶ adǀeƌtiseŵeŶt foƌ a positioŶ at the Floƌida PuďliĐ SeƌǀiĐe CoŵŵissioŶ aŶd deĐided to take a shot, siŶĐe theǇ 
aĐtuallǇ iŶĐluded a salaƌǇ. The positioŶ ǁas iŶ the EleĐtƌiĐ aŶd Gas Buƌeau of the CoŵŵissioŶ’s Legal DiǀisioŶ. WheŶ I 
iŶteƌǀieǁed, I hoŶestlǇ had Ŷo ƌeal uŶdeƌstaŶdiŶg of ǁhat the CoŵŵissioŶ aĐtuallǇ did, ďut soŵehoǁ ŵaŶaged to talk 
ŵǇself iŶto the joď. I ǁoƌked iŶ that gƌoup foƌ a Đouple of Ǉeaƌs, aŶd theŶ tƌaŶsfeƌƌed to the teleĐoŵŵuŶiĐatioŶs gƌoup, 
ǁheƌe I ƌeŵaiŶed foƌ the Ŷeǆt ŶiŶe Ǉeaƌs. Lila Jaďeƌ pƌoǀided ŵe ǁith the oppoƌtuŶitǇ to take oŶ Ŷeǁ ĐhalleŶges iŶ  
pƌiǀate pƌaĐtiĐe ϭϮ Ǉeaƌs ago, ǁheƌe I’ǀe agaiŶ had the oppoƌtuŶitǇ to ďe iŶǀolǀed iŶ the eŶeƌgǇ aƌeŶa as ǁell as aƌeas 
that ǁeƌe ĐoŵpletelǇ Ŷeǁ to ŵe. 

Fƌoŵ the ǀeƌǇ ďegiŶŶiŶg, I had the good foƌtuŶe of haǀiŶg a supeƌǀisoƌ ǁho ďelieǀed iŶ giǀiŶg his eŵploǇees aŶ        
oppoƌtuŶitǇ to leaƌŶ eaƌlǇ aŶd oŶ the go ;ƌead: ͞tƌial ďǇ fiƌe͟Ϳ. TƌulǇ, that saŵe philosophǇ ƌaŶ thƌough all the            
supeƌǀisoƌs ǁith ǁhoŵ I had the good foƌtuŶe of ǁoƌkiŶg oǀeƌ ŵǇ teŶuƌe at the CoŵŵissioŶ. It ǁas ƌaƌe that I eǀeƌ 
heaƌd aŶǇ of theŵ adǀise ŵe, oƌ aŶǇ otheƌ Ŷeǁ attoƌŶeǇ, that I ǁasŶ’t ƌeadǇ to take oŶ a ĐhalleŶge. Quite the opposite, 
theiƌ philosophǇ ǁas alǁaǇs that the ďest teaĐheƌ is eǆpeƌieŶĐe; thus, theǇ pƌoǀided oppoƌtuŶities as ǁell as the       
suppoƌt ŶeĐessaƌǇ to eŶsuƌe suĐĐess. The faĐt that theǇ had the ĐoŶfideŶĐe that I Đould haŶdle a Đase oƌ ƌole ǁeŶt a 
ǀeƌǇ loŶg ǁaǇ iŶ eŶsuƌiŶg that I aĐĐepted ĐhalleŶges ƌeadilǇ. I’ŵ foƌtuŶate that I’ǀe had that saŵe eǆpeƌieŶĐe iŶ pƌiǀate 
pƌaĐtiĐe as ǁell. 

I ƌeallǇ haǀe too ŵaŶǇ eǆaŵples to ƌeĐouŶt of tiŵes that ǀaƌious Đo-ǁoƌkeƌs aŶd supeƌǀisoƌs pƌoǀided tiŵelǇ ǁoƌds of 
suppoƌt aŶd eǆpƌessed ĐoŶfideŶĐe iŶ ŵǇ aďilities, ǁhiĐh has ďeeŶ aŶ iŶĐƌediďle ďlessiŶg. FƌaŶklǇ, that ƌeŵaiŶs tƌue to 
this daǇ. That’s ǁhǇ I ďelieǀe thƌee thiŶgs aƌe keǇ to a fulfilliŶg Đaƌeeƌ: ;ϭͿ do Ŷot eŶteƌtaiŶ self-douďt foƌ loŶg; ;ϮͿ fiŶd a 
suppoƌtiǀe ǁoƌk eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt that pƌoǀides aŶ oppoƌtuŶitǇ to take oŶ ĐhalleŶges – oƌ ǁoƌk to deǀelop suĐh aŶ          
eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶt iŶ Ǉouƌ ĐuƌƌeŶt ǁoƌkplaĐe; aŶd ;ϯͿ paǇ the eŶĐouƌageŵeŶt aŶd suppoƌt Ǉou’ǀe ƌeĐeiǀed foƌǁaƌd.  

What is the ŵost ŵeŵoraďle lessoŶ or skill that you haǀe learŶed ǁhile 
praĐtiĐiŶg laǁ iŶ the eŶergy iŶdustry? 

I’d saǇ theƌe aƌe ƌeallǇ tǁo ĐƌitiĐal thiŶgs I’ǀe leaƌŶed: To listeŶ aŶd to addƌess the 
pƌoďleŵ, Ŷot just the sǇŵptoŵ.   

ListeŶ to ǁhat Ǉouƌ ĐlieŶts saǇ aƌe ďoth theiƌ legal aŶd theiƌ ďusiŶess Ŷeeds. ListeŶ 
to ǁhat ƌegulatoƌs saǇ theiƌ ĐoŶĐeƌŶs aƌe. TheŶ, ĐoŶsideƌ ǁhetheƌ a speĐifiĐ issue oƌ 
pƌoďleŵ ideŶtified ĐaŶ ďest ďe addƌessed ďǇ a gloďal solutioŶ to a laƌgeƌ issue.   
Also, doŶ’t get tƌapped iŶ the ŵiŶdset of ͞this is the ǁaǇ it has alǁaǇs ďeeŶ doŶe.͟ 
OfteŶ, theƌe aƌe otheƌ ǁaǇs to ƌesolǀe aŶ issue oƌ Đƌaft a solutioŶ. 

Please desĐriďe your jourŶey iŶ arriǀiŶg ǁhere you are Ŷoǁ. What has ďeeŶ your ŵotiǀatioŶ? 

ϭ 

͞The faĐt that they had 
the ĐoŶfideŶĐe that I 
Đould haŶdle a Đase or 
role ǁeŶt a ǀery loŶg 
ǁay iŶ eŶsuriŶg that I 
aĐĐepted ĐhalleŶges 
readily.͟ 



Hoǁ do you feel the praĐtiĐe of laǁ ĐaŶ ďest support the treŵeŶdous opportuŶity aŶd groǁth that the eŶergy 
iŶdustry proŵises? 

I thiŶk ǁe do ŵoƌe just ďǇ ƌegulaƌlǇ iŵpleŵeŶtiŶg the tǁo lessoŶs I’ǀe leaƌŶed. Fiƌst, ƌeallǇ listeŶ to ouƌ ĐlieŶts’ issues, 
ǁoƌk to uŶdeƌstaŶd theiƌ ďusiŶess/iŶdustƌǇ, aŶd deǀelop aŶ opeŶ pathǁaǇ of ĐoŵŵuŶiĐatioŶ so that Ǉou ĐaŶ ďetteƌ    
uŶdeƌstaŶd ǁheŶ theƌe ŵaǇ ďe a ďƌoadeƌ pƌoďleŵ that is geŶeƌatiŶg theiƌ legal/ƌegulatoƌǇ Ŷeeds. SeĐoŶd, tƌǇ to aǀoid 
appƌoaĐhiŶg Ŷeǁ ĐhalleŶges ǁith a pƌedeteƌŵiŶed ďias that ͞this ĐaŶ’t ďe doŶe͟ oƌ ͞this isŶ’t the ǁaǇ it has alǁaǇs ďeeŶ 
doŶe.͟ Tƌue, theƌe aƌe tiŵes ǁheŶ theƌe ƌeallǇ is Ŷot aŶ easǇ solutioŶ, ďut, ŵoƌe ofteŶ thaŶ Ŷot, theƌe is a solutioŶ aŶd it 
is Ŷot ŶeĐessaƌilǇ fouŶd doǁŶ the ǁell-tƌaǀeled path of least ƌesistaŶĐe. As ŵǇ gƌaŶdŵotheƌ ǁould haǀe said, ͞Theƌe’s 
ŵoƌe thaŶ oŶe ǁaǇ to skiŶ the Đat.͟  

͞...try to aǀoid approaĐhiŶg 
Ŷeǁ ĐhalleŶges ǁith a         

predeterŵiŶed ďias that 
͚this ĐaŶ͛t ďe doŶe͛ or ͚this 
isŶ͛t the ǁay it has alǁays 

ďeeŶ doŶe.͛͟ 

Ϯ 

The aŶŶual Florida's WoŵeŶ iŶ EŶergy Leadership Foruŵ ;FWELFͿ aiŵs to proŵote opportuŶities iŶ the eŶergy iŶdustry ďy reĐogŶiziŶg the suĐĐess                             
that ǁoŵeŶ leaders iŶ the eŶergy iŶdustry haǀe deŵoŶstrated iŶ groǁiŶg Florida’s eĐoŶoŵy aŶd diǀersifyiŶg aŶ already treŵeŶdous ǁorkforĐe.  
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DesĐriďe the eŶergy iŶdustry usiŶg oŶe ǁord, aŶd share ǁith us ǁhy you Đhose this ǁord. 

͞DYNAMIC.͟  

DoŶ’t ďe iŶtiŵidated ďǇ the jaƌgoŶ aŶd the teĐhŶiĐal aspeĐts of this aƌeŶa.      
CeƌtaiŶlǇ, theƌe’s a leaƌŶiŶg Đuƌǀe, ďut it is ďǇ Ŷo ŵeaŶs iŶsuƌŵouŶtaďle. If Ǉou 
aƌe lookiŶg foƌ a ĐhalleŶgiŶg Đaƌeeƌ iŶ aŶ iŶdustƌǇ that iŵpaĐts all of us oŶ a dailǇ 
ďasis, giǀe this aƌea a tƌǇ. You’ll fiŶd this is aŶ eǀolǀiŶg iŶdustƌǇ ǁith Ŷeǁ       
ĐhalleŶges oŶ the hoƌizoŶ as ǁell as a ǁide ƌaŶge of oppoƌtuŶities. Also, doŶ’t ďe 
hesitaŶt to ask ƋuestioŶs aŶd to look foƌ suppoƌt aŶd ŵeŶtoƌs iŶ the iŶdustƌǇ, 
ďoth ǁoŵeŶ aŶd ŵeŶ. 

What adǀiĐe ǁould you giǀe to ǁoŵeŶ ǁho aspire to joiŶ the eŶergy       
iŶdustry, espeĐially oŶ the laǁ aŶd poliĐy side? 

So, as a laǁǇeƌ, fiŶdiŶg oŶe ǁoƌd to ƌepƌeseŶt aŶǇthiŶg, ŵuĐh less the eŶeƌgǇ iŶdustƌǇ, is ŶeaƌlǇ iŵpossiďle. MǇ fiƌst   
iŶstiŶĐt ǁould ďe to saǇ that, ͞This isŶ’t Ǉouƌ gƌaŶdŵa’s eleĐtƌiĐ oƌ gas ĐoŵpaŶǇ.͟  But, if held to the oŶe ǁoƌd, I’d haǀe 
to saǇ,  

The iŶdustƌǇ is tƌulǇ eǀolǀiŶg. With the ŵeƌgeƌs of gas aŶd eleĐtƌiĐ 
ĐoŵpaŶies, the iŶteƌseĐtioŶ of eŶeƌgǇ aŶd ǁateƌ, the adǀaŶĐeŵeŶt 
of ƌeŶeǁaďle oppoƌtuŶities, aŶd the additioŶ of the tƌaŶspoƌtatioŶ 
seĐtoƌ, theƌe’s soŵethiŶg Ŷeǁ to ĐoŶsideƌ eǀeƌǇ daǇ. You defiŶitelǇ 
ǁill Ŷot ďe ďoƌed. 


