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May Power Profile: Bobbi Dillow-Walsh

Bobbi, while you are new to Emera Technologies, you are not
new to the energy industry. How did your previous
opportunities prepare you for your current position?
I’m thankful to have had the chance to help advance the

sustainability missions of several firms over the past several years

working in the energy industry as Sustainability became more

and more a mainstream priority. The partnerships we created as

a result of smart grid initiatives.......read more

What do you hope to accomplish in 2022-3 on behalf of
Emera Technologies?
This first year at ETL, I’m looking most forward to growing our

partnership community based on the strong foundation of first

projects our team has executed. Those first-of-their-kind projects

at Kirtland Airforce Base and Southshore Bay community are

accommodating visits, with the Southshore Bay community

microgrid being energized......read more  

How does microgrid and the block grid technology contribute to lowering carbon
emissions and to an overall green economy?
I believe our future grid will be a system of interconnected distributed generation based

microgrids designed to meet not only the lower carbon and resiliency needs of our various

industries, but also designed with energy generated much closer to where it is consumed to

provide energy resiliency to our aging grid.....read more

https://flwomeninenergy.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/May-2022-Power-Profile.pdf
https://flwomeninenergy.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/May-2022-Power-Profile.pdf
https://flwomeninenergy.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/May-2022-Power-Profile.pdf
https://flwomeninenergy.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/May-2022-Power-Profile.pdf
https://flwomeninenergy.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/May-2022-Power-Profile.pdf


Georgia Power issues landmark Equality Progress Sustainability Bond
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Georgia Power Company ("Georgia Power"), the largest

electric subsidiary of The Southern Company ("Southern

Company"), announced this month, it issued $1.5 billion in

senior unsecured bonds on May 4, 2022 to make

investments that will help deliver clean, safe, reliable, and

affordable energy to its customers, while also boosting

local communities and driving economic inclusion. 

$800 million of this bond offering consisted of the first-

ever Equality Progress Sustainability Bonds ("EPSBs")

issued by a corporate borrower. EPSBs are designed to

advance racial equality, economic opportunity, and

environmental sustainability, with an amount equal to at

least 50% of the net proceeds being allocated to social

spend aimed to primarily benefit minority- and/or female-

owned suppliers.

 
"At Georgia Power, our commitment to helping further racial equity and social justice in the

state of Georgia means we are constantly looking for new and different ways we can support

these kinds of efforts, and this bond is a great example of how we're doing just that," said Aaron

Abramovitz, Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer for Georgia Power. "We're

pleased investors and the marketplace value how important the issuance of this kind of bond is

and recognize how impactful this can be for minority- and female-owned businesses. Being the

first corporate issuer to issue this type of bond is something we are very proud of." Read more

Lakeland Electric Offers Free Trees to Customers Through 
Energy-Saving Trees program

 
Starting today, Lakeland Electric is providing free trees for

customers to reserve and have mailed to their homes.

The Arbor Day Foundation is the world's largest membership

nonprofit dedicated to planting trees. Its Energy-Saving Trees

program helps utility providers distribute free trees to their

customers while providing the knowledge of where best to

plant them. 

Lakeland Electric customers can reserve their free trees at

https://energysavingtrees.arborday.org/. 

The "Energy-Saving Trees" online tool shares the annual energy savings that will result from

planting trees in the most strategic location near customers' homes or businesses. Customers

can reserve one tree and plant them in the most strategic area as identified by the online

mapping tool. The program will continue until all of the trees are reserved. Trees will be

delivered directly to customers at an ideal time for planting. Read more

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/georgia-power-issues-landmark-equality-progress-sustainability-bond-301541863.html
https://www.flpublicpower.com/news/lakeland-electric-is-offering-free-trees-to-customers-through-energy-saving-trees-program
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FP&L and Duke Energy Reach NFRC Agreement

Florida Power & Light Company and Duke Energy recently

reached an agreement that allows the North Florida

Resiliency Connection (NFRC) to remain on track to begin

serving customers in time for the 2022 Atlantic hurricane

season.

"We are pleased to have resolved all outstanding concerns

between FPL and Duke Energy Florida pertaining to the

North Florida Resiliency Connection transmission line," said

FPL Chairman and CEO Eric Silagy. "Forecasters are already

predicting another active hurricane season and we know this

new, state-of-the-art, storm-hardened transmission line will

be an important tool in helping us restore power more

quickly whenever severe weather hits."

Spanning 176 miles from Columbia to Jackson counties, the

NFRC will physically connect FPL's energy grid to Northwest

Florida when construction is complete, which is expected by

the end of July. In addition to improving day-to-day reliability

and enhancing FPL's storm response, the transmission line

unlocks approximately $1.5 billion in system benefits

following the consolidated operations of FPL and the former

Gulf Power. Read more

Duke Energy Florida, CCA Florida Deploy Artificial Reef
 

Coastal Conservation Association Florida (CCA

Florida) – the state’s leading organization dedicated

to marine fisheries conservation, education and

advocacy – this week joined Duke Energy Florida, in

partnership with the Mexico Beach Artificial Reef

Association (MBARA), to deploy four 38,000-pound

and four 5,000-pound high-quality concrete reef

modules off the coast of Mexico Beach, Fla., to

create the artificial “Duke Energy/CCA Florida Reef.” 

The eight reef modules were deployed by Walter Marine at the pre-permitted Sherman Site – an

area known for attracting red and gray snappers, amberjack, king mackerel, Spanish mackerel,

gag grouper, and cobia. These specific reef structures, ranging in height from 8 to 25 feet,

provide greater habitat diversity, while attracting vast species of fish and appealing to

recreational anglers.

“Improving and creating sustainable fisheries, coastal habitats and waterways is CCA Florida’s

purpose,” CCA Florida Executive Director Brian Gorski said. “Today’s reef deployment is an

extension of that commitment and also of our partnership with Duke Energy – signifying our

mutual dedication to protecting Florida’s marine habitat for today and generations to come.” 

 Read more

https://newsroom.nexteraenergy.com/2022-05-05-FPL-reaches-agreement-to-place-the-North-Florida-Resiliency-Connection-into-service-in-time-for-the-2022-Atlantic-hurricane-season
https://news.duke-energy.com/releases/duke-energy-florida-coastal-conservation-association-florida-deploy-artificial-reef-off-state-s-gulf-coast


In preparation for hurricane season, Florida Power & Light, Duke Energy Florida and Tampa

Electric Co. recently filed proposals  at the state Public Service Commission as part of efforts to

add underground power lines, “harden” other parts of electric systems and reduce outage threats

from trees and other vegetation. FPL is seeking approval to collect a projected $369.9 million for

the projects, while Duke is proposing nearly $142.8 million and Tampa Electric is proposing $53.55

million, according to the filings. 

The filings are rooted in a 2019 state law that passed after Hurricane Irma, Hurricane Michael and

other storms caused widespread power outages. The Legislature almost unanimously passed the

measure, which, in part, changed the way storm-protection projects were financed. Previously,

utilities incorporated such costs in their base electric rates, which are set for multiple years. But

the law set up a separate Public Service Commission process that allowed utilities each year to

seek to collect money from customers for the projects. 

Utilities file long-range storm-protection plans with the commission and then are able to seek

money from customers annually to carry out the plans. Before the law passed, supporters pointed,

in part, to economic losses caused by major power outages. Read more

Tampa Electric Pilots Emera’s BlockEnergy
Microgrid Platform

 Emera Technologies recently announced, that utility Tampa Electric Company (TECO) has successfully

purchased, installed and received regulatory approval for its BlockEnergy® microgrid platform for use in a

pilot program serving Southshore Bay residential development. The BlockEnergy™ solar-plus-energy

storage microgrid, fully owned and operated by TECO, enables increased operability, security, and grid

resilience to mitigate extreme weather and other events that can impact electric utility grid uptime. 

The Southshore Bay residential community, developed in partnership with Lennar Homes (home builder)

and Metro Development Group (land developer) is comprised of 37 new homes all equipped with fully-

integrated, shared rooftop solar PV systems. Each home has a battery storage and power electronic control

system, or BlockBoxTM, which connects to the neighborhood distribution network, where it communicates

and shares energy as needed within the community. A central energy park is located near the entrance of

Southshore Bay, containing supplemental batteries, optional additional generation for use during outages,

and a connection to the electric utility power grid. With this utility-owned business model, homeowners still

pay for electricity at the same metered rate as they normally would, with no extra grid charges or other fees.

By being part of the BlockEnergy network, up to 80 percent of their home energy comes from the sun

without having to hire a solar contractor to install a rooftop PV system, go through the permitting and

interconnection process, and then operate and maintain the system.

“We developed our BlockEnergy™ utility-owned business model with the charter to find a win-win solution

for utilities, homeowners and regulators to offer clean, reliable energy to homeowners,” said Rob Bennett,

chief executive officer of Emera Technologies. “We are excited TECO is leading the way by adopting

BlockEnergy™ for Southshore Bay and providing a model residential community that other utilities can

learn from, follow suit, and continue to make the necessary changes we need for a cleaner, more grid-

resilient future.” Read more
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Utilities Seek Approval for Storm Protection Plans

https://www.flpublicpower.com/news/utilities-seek-approval-for-storm-project-money#:~:text=TALLAHASSEE%20%E2%80%94%20As%20this%20year's%20hurricane,bolster%20electric%20systems%20against%20storms.
https://blockenergy.com/
https://blockenergy.com/
https://blockenergy.com/1438-2/
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Legislative Corner

Governor DeSantis recently signed HB 1411, that seeks to expand the use of floating solar projects, known

as floatovoltaics. The relatively new concept involves solar panels placed in wastewater treatment ponds,

abandoned limerock mines, stormwater treatment ponds, reclaimed water ponds and other water

storage reservoirs. The bill would direct local governments to make floating solar facilities a permitted

use in comprehensive plans. Read more

Governor DeSantis recently vetoed HB 741, Net Metering, instituting a metering and billing methodology

where customer-owned renewable generation, such as rooftop solar panels, is allowed to offset a

customer’s electricity consumption from utility providers. Under net metering, customers are credited

for excess energy produced. The Governor sited inflation and rising energy costs for his decision on the

legislation. Read more

BROADBAND- The nonrecurring sum of $400,000,000 from the General Revenue Fund is appropriated

to the Department of Economic Opportunity in Fixed Capital Outlay to expand broadband Internet

service to unserved areas of the state. Funds are provided for the Broadband Opportunity Program to

award grants for the installation or deployment of infrastructure that supports the provision of

broadband Internet service. Read more

Governor DeSantis recently signed SB 350, Procedures for Utility Rate Relief, increasing the maximum

annual sales, expressed in gigawatt hours, which natural gas or public electric utilities may have to be

eligible to request that the Public Service Commission use certain procedures for the utility’s petition for

rate relief, etc. Read more

Lawmakers in Florida completed the 2022 legislative session on

Monday March 14th by passing a $112.1 billion state budget, the largest

in state history. A Summary of the budget can be found here: Fiscal

Year 2022-2023 Budget Summary. Governor DeSantis has since called

two special sessions, a session outside of the traditional 60 days to

focus on individual legislative issues. During the April special session,

legislators passed bills that will establish the Congressional Districts of

the state, abolish independent special districts that were created

before 1968 and will revise the definition of a social media platform.

Legislators will convene again in Tallahassee, next week to tackle the

state's property insurance crisis. Read more

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1411
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/741
https://flwomeninenergy.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/124603_et_summary_hb_5001_conference_report_fiscal_year_2022_2023.pdf
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/350
https://flwomeninenergy.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/124603_et_summary_hb_5001_conference_report_fiscal_year_2022_2023.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/2022/04/26/calling-on-the-legislature-to-hold-a-special-session-regarding-property-insurance/

