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August Power Profile: Gabriella Passidomo

Commissioner, you were a practicing attorney before your
appointment to the Florida Public Service Commission (PSC).
Did you plan on working in the energy field when you went
to law school?
I knew I wanted to practice in the environmental and/or energy
space, but prior to law school, did not have a clear idea of how or
in what way that would materialize. My second year of law
school, I was fortunate enough to have the opportunity to take a
course on federal energy policy.....read more

One of our goals at Florida’s Women in Energy Leadership
Forum is to illustrate the many different opportunities to
work with this industry sector. From your perspective on the
PSC, do you see the opportunities growing for high wage,
sustainable jobs in energy regardless of education field?
Absolutely. One of the reasons I was so fascinated with this
industry is the complexities and multiple disciplines involved in
both creating good energy policy and executing market demand.
You do not need to be a lawyer or engineer...….read more

For readers not familiar with the role of the PSC, what would
you say is the most critical component of what you do?
The FPSC’s mission is to facilitate the efficient provision of safe
and reliable utility services at fair prices. Breaking that down,
what does it mean? It means that the Commission is charged
with ensuring reliable and resilient utility services...…read more
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Congratulations Corner: AEP Appoints Julie Sloat President
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“Julie is an exceptional leader who has successfully led key strategic areas for the company,”
Akins said. “Her financial expertise and positive relationship with investors have been essential
for the execution of our long-term strategy, enabling us to deliver strong earnings quarter
after quarter while continuing to raise guidance and provide consistent dividend growth. Her
deep understanding of our business and industry, including her experience leading AEP Ohio
and our regulatory team, will be critical as we continue to invest in new energy resources and
grid enhancements that improve service and reliability, support a clean energy future and
provide value to our customers, communities and investors." Read more

American Electric Power’s Board of Directors has appointed Julie A.
Sloat president and chief financial officer, effective immediately. She
has been elected chief executive officer, effective Jan. 1, 2023. Sloat
is AEP’s 11th president and will become the seventh CEO in the
company’s 116-year history. 
Nicholas K. Akins, chairman, president and chief executive officer, is
stepping down as president as part of AEP’s executive succession
plan and will end his term as CEO Dec. 31. He will become executive
chair of the AEP Board and will remain an executive and officer of
the company. He has been president and CEO since 2011 and
chairman since 2014.

Georgia Power Announces Historic Milestone of Vogtle Unit 3

Georgia Power recently announced a historic milestone in
the completion of Vogtle Unit 3 near Waynesboro, Ga. – the
receipt of the 103(g) finding from the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC). This finding was confirmed in an
official letter received by Southern Nuclear and signifies
that the new unit has been constructed and will be
operated in conformance with the Combined License and
NRC regulations. No further NRC findings are necessary in
order for Southern Nuclear to load fuel or begin the
startup sequence for the new unit.

“Today’s finding by the NRC helps ensure we have met our commitment to building Vogtle 3 & 4 with
the highest safety and quality standards,” said Chris Womack, chairman, president and CEO of
Georgia Power. “These new units remain a strong long-term investment for this state, and, once
operating, are expected to provide customers with a reliable and resilient, clean, emission-free source
of energy for the next 60 to 80 years." 

The new Vogtle units are an essential part of Georgia Power's commitment to delivering clean, safe,
reliable and affordable energy, and, once operating, the two new units at Plant Vogtle are expected to
power more than 500,000 homes and businesses. Additionally, the new units will be clean energy
sources that produce zero air pollution. Read more

https://www.aep.com/news/releases/read/8628/AEP-Announces-Executive-Succession
https://www.georgiapower.com/company/news-center/2022-articles/historic-nuclear-regulatory-commission-103g.html


Duke Energy & Ford Motor Company Partner to Power the Grid
 
 Duke Energy (NYSE: DUK) and Ford Motor Company

are leading the charge to expand vehicle-to-grid
(V2G) charging using the new F-150 Lightning electric
truck’s rugged batteries as a workhorse at home and
on the electric grid.

Duke Energy has filed for North Carolina Utilities
Commission (NCUC) approval of a new demand
response pilot program expected to launch in 2023
for customers in the Duke Energy Carolinas (DEC) 
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service area. Pilot incentives will reduce vehicle lease payments for program participants who
lease an eligible electric vehicle (EV), including Ford F-150 Lightning trucks. In exchange,
customers will allow their EVs to feed energy back to the grid – helping to balance it during
peak demand. This bidirectional, or two-way, flow of power is a smart charging technology also
known as vehicle-to-grid (V2G) integration. V2G can push and pull energy between a connected
EV and the grid, supplying the grid with stored, charged power and helping balance energy
consumption and production.

“Duke Energy is building a more intelligent, sustainable, smart grid designed to
encompass growing energy demands,” said Harry Sideris, executive vice president of
customer experience, solutions and services at Duke Energy. “We’re working to maximize
the benefits and potential of EVs for our customers – and initiatives like this can help
reduce EV cost while supporting the grid during critical times.”

As part of the pilot program, Duke Energy will analyze flows of energy between EV batteries and
the power grid and work closely with Ford and other vehicle manufacturers to study the full
functionality of bidirectional charging integration. The company will also make determinations
about how future customer demand response programs around V2G technology might be
structured to provide maximum benefits to both customers and the grid.

Duke Energy and Ford are also collaborating on a complimentary small-scale research and
development test in Florida to begin in 2023. Read more

Fixing Florida's Energy-Transformer Crisis
 Marco Rubio, a senior U.S. Senator was recently quoted in an article on RealClear Florida,

highlighting the transformer crisis and steps he is taking to combat the crisis. 

"[T]he United States is experiencing more and more grid failures. Those failures come from
multiple causes,...[but] it’s all made worse by our dependence on far-flung supply chains. The
U.S. imports more than 80 percent of its large power transformers. Twenty percent of those
come from East Asia and Europe, which are now struggling to deliver products…. The result is a
scarcity of energy grid supplies––and greater risk for Americans. To change course, I’ve
introduced legislation to establish a new loan-guarantee program that would provide $8 billion
to American companies to rebuild domestic manufacturing of critical electric grid components,
like transformers." Read more

https://news.duke-energy.com/releases/illuminating-possibility-duke-energy-and-ford-motor-company-plan-to-use-f-150-lightning-electric-trucks-to-help-power-the-grid?utm_source=linkedin&utm_medium=social&utm_content=linkedin_duke-energy-corporation_36906_post_7421143945_20220816_spr&utm_campaign=evergreen&utm_term=7421143945
https://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=Press-Releases&id=C306E82F-80F5-44BE-83E5-9AC1A36585B2
https://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2022/8/icymi-rubio-on-fixing-florida-s-energy-transformer-shortage


Lisa Johnson
Seminole Electric

Cooperative
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Announcing: FWELF 2022 CEO Panel

 ReEnergized! for Years to Come: Keeping Customers, Employees,
and Investors Engaged, a CEO Panel Presentation

Lisa Johnson
Seminole Electric

Cooperative

Melissa Seixas
Duke Energy 

Florida

Helen Wesley
Peoples Gas

Jeff Householder
Chesapeake Utilities

Corporation

Carolyn Bermudez
Liberty Utilities

Georgia

Moderator Lila Jaber
FWELF, Chesapeake 

Utilities Board of Directors

We are excited to announce a powerful discussion with Utility CEO's across the southeast. We
are honored to have these industry leaders and look forward to an insightful conversation. This
year’s Forum, themed #ReEnergized! will be held at The Grand Hyatt Tampa, November 9-11,
2022. Please join us for discussions on the industry’s commitment to a stronger and cleaner
energy portfolio, microgrid and advanced technology integration, as well as the impact all of
that has on the bottom line. REGISTER TODAY!

https://flwomeninenergy.com/fwelf-2022/
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Inflation Reduction Act Signed Into Law

Families that take advantage of clean energy and electric vehicle tax credits will save more
than $1,000 per year.
$14,000 in direct consumer rebates for families to buy heat pumps or other energy efficient
home appliances, saving families at least $350 per year.
7.5 million more families will be able install solar on their roofs with a 30% tax credit, saving
families $9,000 over the life of the system or at least $300 per year.
Up to $7,500 in tax credits for new electric vehicles and $4,000 for used electric vehicles,
helping families save $950 per year.
Putting America on track to meet President Biden’s climate goals, which will save every
family an average of $500 per year on their energy costs.

Power homes, businesses, and communities with much more clean energy by 2030,
including:

950 million solar panels
120,000 wind turbines
2,300 grid-scale battery plants

Advance cost-saving clean energy projects at rural electric cooperatives serving 42 million
people.
Strengthen climate resilience and protect nearly 2 million acres of national forests.
Creating millions of good-paying jobs making clean energy in America.

President Biden recently signed the Inflation Reduction Act into law, unleashing billions of
dollars in private-sector clean energy investment. Below is a by-the-numbers summary. For
more information, please visit: Inflation Reduction Act

CLEAN ENERGY- Lowering Energy Costs

Building a Clean Energy Economy

FPL  Launches FPLAir One, Commercial Use Drone
 

Florida Power & Light Company (FPL) launched the
first-ever commercial uncrewed fixed-wing drone, of
this scale, used outside of a Federal Aviation
Association (FAA) test site for research and
development. FPLAir One, as it's called, is capable of
flying from South Florida to North Florida to the
panhandle and back, all on a single flight, capturing
high-quality images and videos of FPL infrastructure.
This helps crews identify potential issues before an
outage occurs and quickly provides crews with 

critical information to get the lights back on following severe weather.

“We’re always looking for new ways to improve on our industry-leading reliability and
enhance the way we serve more than 12 million people each day,” said FPL Chairman and
CEO Eric Silagy. “FPLAir One is a game-changer for our customers and a prime example of how
our employees are not afraid to lead and challenge the status quo. Being able to quickly put
eyes on infrastructure in our service area – which extends across more than half the state – is a
huge benefit to our customers and will help us continue to push the envelope as we work to
improve the resiliency of our system.” Read more

https://resstock.nrel.gov/factsheets/
https://www.energy.gov/policy/articles/president-bidens-agenda-building-better-america-will-lower-energy-costs-working
https://www.nrel.gov/news/press/2020/research-determines-financial-benefit-from-driving-electric-vehicles.html
https://rhg.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Rhodium-Group_Pathways-to-Paris-A-Policy-Assessment-of-the-2030-US-Climate-Target.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/08/15/by-the-numbers-the-inflation-reduction-act/
https://newsroom.fpl.com/news-releases?item=126293


AUGUST 2022, VOLUME 3 PAGE 6

FWELF LIVE Interview: Thursday, August 25th, 10:00AM
Kelley Smith Burk, Director, Office of Energy, FDACS

REGISTER HERE

FWELF LIVE INTERVIEW: Wednesday, August 31st, 10:00AM
Cathy Chambers, Economic Development Director, FPL

REGISTRATION INFO TO COME

https://flwomeninenergy.com/events/
https://flwomeninenergy.com/events/

